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1. Between 17 and 24 Januavy 1954, comparatively 1little air activity was conducted at
Mersgeburg airfield. Only a few local flights were made by MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s. There
vas frost with temperatures of 25 centigrades below zers, a changing degree of cloudi-
ness, usuelly good visibility, and mostly gusty easterly wind. After 25 Jenumy, ex-
cept for a few days, there ves intensive air activity, mostly formetion Llylng, bet-
weeh 9 a.m. and 5 peme Irdividusl U-MiG-15 and foimatiovs of four eiverafs, with e -
total of up to 32 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s were observed aloft. The tekewofis were mads
in CBroUps | of twoe! or in formetions of \£OUr,} the diztance betwesn two [EFOUPS T bew
ing 100 to 200 meters. After the tuke-offs, the eircraft sssembled while flyinz e
vide left curve. The individual formations of four aireraft flew in wedge formation
with echelon to the left. Various types of formstions were practiced in formetion
flights invelving 32 eircraflt. The aiveveld uwers once cbaorved fiving %n tve limes
aft of each other; each line consisted of four wedge formations. Anobher time, 32
alrcraft flew in ome line and displayed good £light discipline, while meking turns
of 180 degreesn. A third formetion observed was the echeion formatlon to the right
or left. The aircraft lended in elements of %wes. Noteworthy was the observation that
the take-offs and landings were mads with $2il wind, elthough thers was a strong snd
gusty wind. The lardings were performed well and withoul any signs of unczrteinty.

2. On two or thres deys during the period of observation, nigab £iyirg was vrocticed after
6 p.m.. The aireraft individually tock off toward the west, sleo with taill wind, turne
ed Lo the east, and finally landed coming from the east, withoubt clveling srother  25X1
time over the fleld before landing. | the aircraft crossed
approsimately over Lelpaig and were directed Yowsrd the alrfield by vrsdic direciion
finding. During night flights, the usual position lighis on the siveraft were switched
on. Two additional white lighits vere scern under the fusslage when the lavding geer
was extended. No landing lights were switched on. The runway wes 1lghied by a search-
1ight located about 1,000 melers east of the esstern end of the runweay. About 100
meters east of this searchlight was a truck mounting a balleghaped red lamp which
emitted two long flashes and, after an interval, three short flashes. On various days,
individual Po-28 landed at the field and, after & shori stay, agaln took off. The aiy-
craft came from the north or goutheast. They always deperted in the sawe direction. :

| the aircralt vere courler planes. 25X1

3. On 7 February, & Li-2 approached from the east, iended at the fileld and, after a cshort
stay, again took off heading east. Ho specinl starting procedures were cbserved cn-
the alreraft although it was very cold. However, the period of warming up the engine
lasted longer than usuval. ’
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‘3. From the intensive alr sctivily obtserved, with move them 40 sireraft seen aloft
at the save time on some days, while additicnal siveraft were stild parked on
the {leld| & total of 65 o 70 MiG-15 or U-MiG-15s were 25X1
stationed st the field. Tuo elert flights were dally observed being parked south
of the east end of the runway.

25X1

l:[gmmex%a Intensive training in formetion flying was also reporied from other
ajrfields in the Soviel Zone of Geymany during the peried wnder reovisw. However,
formationg of up to 32 aireraft were not observed at any other airfleld than M@rse-
burg, During 19)'3 an average of 33 MiG-15 or U~MiG-155 were observed at Morseburg
airfiem This momber exceeded by 5 to 8 aircorsft the alreraft strength of other

irficlds which were also occupied by only one fighter regiment., This larger air-

vrs.ft strength at Merseburg airfield could be, eypla'lned by the presence at Erfuri

-Bnﬁemleban airfield of an alert unit which wes sssisned to the fishter !
"in Meracburg. However., since lais Hovewber 1953 25X1
a congiderable incresse of aircraft at Herseburg airfield which cannct

be explained. The observations msde at other airfields in the Soviet Zone of Germany
did not yield any indications of a possible transfer to Merssburg of s,nothrenimm.rr :
unit of the Tweniy-Fourth fir Army. The pressnce of a second elerd flight

[however, indicate that & second unit is 25X1
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